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The book (written in Italian)  has 560 pages and contains 442 footnotes, 560 figures in black and white, 
including 252 original drawings. 
17x24 cm, 115g matt coated paper, soft cover. 
A separate booklet (20 p.) contains the index. 

° °°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°° ° 
 
This work is, to my knowledge, the first book ever published in Italy (and perhaps in Europe) entirely 
dedicated to sundials, to hour quadrants and to the methods for measuring time developed and spread 
during  the Islamic civilization from the ninth century of our era. 
 
As a framework for the development and the particular characteristics of these instruments, I found 
necessary to consider both the arguments associated with them (such as the culture, the religion and the 
prayers of Islam, the calendar, the history of mathematical methods for designing the ancient astronomical 
instruments) and all matters that in the Islamic world were, and still are, related to the shadows, the seasons 
and the passage of time. 
 
All credit of discoveries and revelations of this ancient knowledge are completely attributed to the few 
scholars, translators and interpreters of Arabic manuscripts on astronomy, which have contributed with 
their efforts, particularly in the last 30-40 years, to spread this new knowledge among specialists. 
 
My work would be, as well as an obvious appreciation to these scientists, a kind of "simple translation", 
almost didactic, of their work, to be used by modern dialists and readers curious about the ancient science. 
 

° °°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°° ° 
The first 5 parts of the text (about 180 pg.) are almost entirely discursive and not have mathematical 
arguments and explanations. 
The following 4 parts (approximately 185 pg.) are devoted to the calculation methods used by ancient 
astronomers and to the various kinds of   hour quadrants (about 18) and of sundials (about 35). 
The descriptive parts are  almost always accompanied by the explanation of how to calculate the various 
curves using   modern mathematical methods. 
The next 140 pages contain a description of about 50 existing sundials and finally an appendix  of 
approximately 15 page is  devoted to a brief summary on dialing. 

° °°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°° ° 
 
Cost of the book                 31.00 € 
Contribution to postage  (registered mail): 

- Europe:  19 €   (Total 50€) 
- America:  29 € (Total 60€) 
 

Payment systems : PayPal 
 
To purchase the book: 
send me an email   gfmerid@gmail.com   specifying  your full address 
 
I will answer with payment details. 
 
Gianni Ferrari 
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