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FEATURES OF THE OHMI SHRINE

The main shrine, prayer hall, inner gate, and
worship hall are beautifully arranged within the
precinct of the shrine, which is located at the
foot of Mt. Usa and overlooks Lake Biwa. The
worship hall, divided into the inner and outer
halls and linked by a corridor, is representative
of the "Ohmi" style of construction and is said to
embody a novel plan for shrine architecture as well
as to be a guintessent example of Shinto art.

(fﬁe Sacred Garden

Most of the trees in the precincts were kindly
donated by worshippers, and the dense woods they
are in grows in sublimity year after year. The
precinct commands a superb view particularly of the
distant Suzuka Mountain Range and Mt. Ohmi-Fuji,
with Lake Biwa in the foreground. The sacred
garden, glowing in the morning sun and reminding us
of scenery of mythological ages, seems to purify
and refresh the spirits of those who visit the
shrine.

IThe Clock Museum

The clock museum, associated with the water clock
made by Emperor Tenchi, the first ever built in
Japan, houses not only excavated articles closely
related to Otsu when it was the capital of Japan,
but also has on exhibit a vast variety of materials
which give a historical account of the development
of clocks. In the outer garden of the museum there
is a water clock contributed by Omega, Switzerland,
a fire clock in the shape of a dragon donated Dby
Rolex, a precision sundial, and other items of
interest.
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THE OHMI SHRINE AND CLOCKS

The time system in Japan was initiated on April
25, 671 AD (actually June 10 by the solar calendar
and the day presently commemorated in Japan as
"pime Day"), when a water clock was constructed and
installed in the Imperial Palace in Otsu. A time
bell and drum sounded the hours in accordance with
this water clock, enabling the people to know the
accurate time. From then until a mechanical clock
was introduced from abroad almost a thousand years
later, the time system ‘of Japan depended solely
upon this one water clock.

According to an ordinance stipulated by the Taiho
Stature (established in 706 AD), water clock
specialists and twelve officers called "shushincho"
were responsible for day-and-night observation of
the water clock, its maintenance and the
broadcasting of the time.

Mechanical clocks came to Japan as présents from
foreigners in the Azuchi-Momoyama Period (late 16th
century). Japanese versions of the mechanical clock
were based wupon these foreign-made ones, ‘and a
Japanese designed mechanical clock was produced as
early as in the beginning of the Edo period. 1In
time Japanese clocks were developed with unique
shapes and mechanisms of their own, leading to the
creation of an astro-timepiece, the first of 1its
kind in the world, and a perpetual clock, the
product of ingenious technology and creativity.
Japanese chronometry adapted a method of indefinite
time-keeping in conformity with the solar and lunar
calendars. Time was also measured in a unique way,
which 1led to the development of a time system
peculiar to Japan.

(1)
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This museum was opened in 1963 and is the only one
in Japan which 1is eXxclusively devoted to clocks,
exhibiting more than 3,500 materials, documents,
and excavated articles focusing on  historical
Japanese clocks. :

The Ohmi Shrine is dedicated to Emperor
Tenchi(626-671 AD). ("Tenchi" means deep, heavenly,
"Ten" is heaven, and "Chi" is wisdom so limitless
wisdom). Tenchi was an illustrious lord who through
his wisdom, courage and solidarity with the people,
realized his great ideal of founding the nation.
Until then Japan had been in a very unstable
condition under the pressure of an inflow of
foreign culture from the continent, while the
ancient Japanese society was mov ing toward
collapse. Over the 20-o0dd years of his
hardship-filled reign, first as prince and then as
emperor, Tenchi changed the social structure of the
then subjected people, who lived on private land
owned by «c¢lans, into that of public land and
citizens. He established central and local
administrative organizations, put into effect the
distribution and receipt of farmland according to
census registry, and solidified the national
economy through the formulation of a tax system.
Further, he reinforced the national defense against
eXxternal invasion while building up diplomatic
relations with other countries on an equal footing.
In this way, Emperor Tenchi energetically
implemented a series of both domestic and foreign
policies.

Particularly striking among his achievements was
the transfer of the capital, in 666 AD, six years
after his enthronement, from Asuka, Yamato (now
Nara) to what is currently Otsu City, the capital
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of Shiga Prefecture, but was then known as
Otsu-no-miya in Ohmi. In Otsu-no-miya he
established the Ohmi  Statute (in which the
constitution of Japan has its origin) and opened
the way to national education by founding a
national university there and colleges in local
cities. Emperor Tenchi designed the water clock as
well to keep the people's daily life well
regulated, and initiated the use of "burning soil"
(coal) and "burning water" (oil).

Thus he brought about the essential political and
economic reforms already‘ called for in the Taika
Era Reformation. But after only five years or so
in Otsu-no-miya the Emperor passed away, and the
capital was deserted during the Civil War of
Jinshin which broke out in the following year. In
respect of Tenchi's great achievements in
determining the future of Japan according to the
will of God, he was given the name of Amemikoto
Hirakasuwake after his death.

Through enthusiastic efforts rendered by believers
nationwide, the construction of the Ohmi Shrine was
completed in 1940, here at the ancient site of the
Otsu Capital which is so closely associated with
Emperor Tenchi. At the same time, the Ohmi Shrine
was ranked among the Grand Shrines of Kanpei, the
group of greater shrines to which the Imperial
House dedicated votive offerings in pre-war days,
and is one of the Chokusai-Sha shrines to which an
imperial envoy is sent at the present. time.
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