Fenaissance Crucifix Sundial Card Model
Chnis O Connar

In the archives of the Gemmanic Museum in Muremberg there is a Fenaissance wood eneraving that is
thipazht to be the earliest paper model tenpiate ever created. The ensraving was produced around 1529 by
Georg Harmann (148% - 1564), a mathematician and desipper of scienfific metrumenss. When the
template in the enFraving is assembled it becomes a crucifix that also ineeniously functions as a sundial
[the shadow in the photo oo the right iz at 11 o'clack).

There are munermss mazes on the cucife O the front is an eneraving of the crocifison of Chrest that is
wery sinmlar o a 1489 woodos print by ardst Alberi Drrer (1471 - 1528). Some sounces suggest that
Harmarm was a pupil of Chrer's, which mizht explaim the similarity. On the back of the cucifiz is a
bromze serpent o a cress and an image of Moses in reference o 3 miraclke perfommed by Mipses in
Mumbers 21:8-9. In the Gospel of Jobn Jesus Chmst refers fo Moses’ mimcle as a symbalic
foreshadewing of his own crocifi-son (Tohn 3-14-15). This explains winy Hartmann incbaded an image of
a bronze sarpent on the cnacifix.

As far 2= ] know there ame no fes paperoaft femplates of the crucifix but repmodoctons may be
purchazed from several different Exmopean sources. Ome zach source is [the Arbeszkreis Geschichie des
Earmopmodelibaus (Chab for ressarch of the histary of card beard modeling) at biep:/bitdvy/dimFyiv].
Absoon the same web page is a photo of the cross umfelded if vou are cumios.
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